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Six Key Elements:

1. Land Use

2. Placemaking

3. Circulation and Access

4. Connections 

5. Greenspace Integration 

6. Stormwater Management

DESTINATION DISTRICT AND VISION STRATEGY
Create a vision, goals, and strategy for a cohesive and recognizable 

destination district anchored by the Alliant Energy Center and 

lakefront for the benefit of area residents and visitors
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DESTINATION 

DISTRICT VISION 

AND STRATEGY

Ad-Hoc 

Vision Panel

Property 

Owners

City/County 

Staff
Future 

Public Input 

Master Plan Oversight 

Committee

Past public 

input 

WORK IN PROGRESS IDEAS & OPPORTUNITIES 8.20.18 



6 KEY STRATEGIES 
TO SHAPE A 

DESTINATION 

DISTRICT 
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1. Integrate a mix of uses 
and everyday 
attractions

2. Create a cohesive park 
and open space 
system

3. Connect across John 
Nolen Drive & Rimrock 
Road 

4. Add multimodal 
connections to 
downtown 
area/Isthmus

5. Enhance access & 
connection to surrounding 
area

6. Deliver an authentic 
regional experience
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INTEGRATE A MIX OF 

USES WITH EVERYDAY 

ATTRACTIONS

1
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BREWERY/

RESTAURANTS

HOTELS

CORPORATE

OFFICE

LAKEVIEW 

LIVING

HOTELS

SPORTS 

ENTERTAINMENT

ATTRACTION

HOTEL
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AREA A

BELTL INE GATEWAY

• Expand district/AEC 

image and 

presence on the 

beltline

• Reconfigure E. Rusk 

Rd. to enhance 

access and 

redevelopment 

sites 

• Improve gateway 

and optimize tax 

base potential
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AREA A

BELTL INE GATEWAY
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Potential New Corporate 
Office/Headquarters 

Development

Expo Hall Expansion Potential Hotel Development 
(as part of campus)

Extension of 
Campus out to 

Beltline

Destination District Symbolic 
Feature & Signage 

Enhanced access from 
westbound beltline
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AREA A

CORE
• Add private 

development / 
destination venues that 
activates site all year 
round

• Redevelopment 
creates a strong visual 
gateway to the AEC 
and the City of 
Madison

• Create mixed-use 
development 
anchored by hotels, 
restaurants and a 
parking deck

• Separate parking 
access during major 

events 

• Create an identifiable 
hub or center point for 
the district WORK IN PROGRESS IDEAS & OPPORTUNITIES 8.20.18 



AREA A

CORE
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Brewery w/ Roof 

Decks

Restaurant

Central Destination 
Point for District

Visible Bicycle Hub / Shuttles

Sports / Entertainment 
Attraction

Gateway Monument 
& Pedestrian Safety 

Enhancements

Hotels

WORK IN PROGRESS IDEAS 
& OPPORTUNITIES 8.20.18 



AREA A

LAKEVIEW

• Evaluate making AEC 

property north of Willow 

Island available for private 

development

• Take advantage of lake 

and Capitol views

• Multimodal focus/reduce 

parking demand

• Mixed housing types and 

incomes
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AREA A

LAKEVIEW
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WILLOW 

ISLAND

L A K E S I D E

C O R E

Office

S C U L P T U R E
P A R K

R E S T A U R A NT

W A T E R F R O N T /  
G A R D E N  W A L K W A Y

K I D  Z O N E
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CREATE A COHESIVE 

PARK & OPEN SPACE 

SYSTEM
2
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• COHESIVE

• CONNECTED
• ENHANCED 

ACCESS & 
WELCOMING

• NAME/BRAND
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ZOO
LAKE LOOP

LAW PARK

UW ARBORETUM

REGIONAL 
TRAILHEAD

E-WAY

CAPITAL CITY 
TRAIL
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CONNECT ACROSS 

JOHN NOLEN & 

RIMROCK ROAD
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• Expansion & 
Connect to Lake

• Gateway Monument/ 
Pedestrian Safety
Enhancements

• Expanded Median/Lane
• Pavement color
• Pedestrian 

experience/development

LAKESIDE
• Monuments
• Pedestrian Barriers

WINGRA

OLIN

RIMROCK

• Bridge
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CROSSING JOHN NOLEN NEAR OLIN
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ADD MULTIMODAL 

CONNECTIONS TO 

DOWNTOWN AREA 

& ISTHMUS
4
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Future 500-800 

hotel room 

increase

Today

724 hotels 

rooms

Event Shuttles 

Increased 

bikeshare 

convenience 

Enhanced 

pedestrian 

experience 

Park and Ride 

BRT

Future rail?

Today 

1,811 hotel 

rooms 
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TWIN CITIES

CHICAGO

POTENTIAL INTERCITY RAIL LONG-TERM POTENTIAL

• Rail Line

• Rail Stops
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MULTI MODAL VENUE CONNECTION OPPORTUNITY

KOHL CENTER

CAMP RANDALL THE SQUARE &
MONONA TERRACE

MCPIKE PARK

BREESE STEVENS

ALLIANT 
ENERGY 
CENTER

• Major Venues

• Bike Trail

• Rail Line
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MAJOR DISTRICTS & RAIL LINE

DOWNTOWN 
& THE SQUARE

CAPITOL EAST

AIRPORT &
NORTHSIDE

UNIVERSITY

ALLIANT 
ENERGY 
CENTER

HILLDALE

• Major Districts

• Rail Line
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DOWNTOWN 
& THE SQUARE

CAPITOL EAST

AIRPORT &
NORTHSIDE

UNIVERSITY

ALLIANT 
ENERGY 
CENTER

HILLDALE

• Major Districts

• Rail Line

• BRT
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LOCATION IDEAS 
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ENHANCE ACCESS 

AND CONNECTIONS 

TO THE SURROUNDING 

AREA
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DELIVER AN AUTHENTIC 

REGIONAL EXPERIENCE

6
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What informs the 

concepts: How it might manifest:

Landscape forms, 

signage, public art, 

plantings

Water quality 

improvements, 

gardens

REGIONAL 
LANDSCAPE

LAKE, WATER
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What informs the 

concepts: How it might manifest:

P
L
A

C
E

M
A

K
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Trail head, hotel 

bikes, B-cycle

Restaurants, 

gardens, catering 

focus

BIKE 
EXPERIENCE

LOCAL FOOD
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What informs the 

concepts: How it might manifest:

P
L
A

C
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Fitness routes, 

events, walks, 

branding, 

reflection

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS
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GILROY GARDENS
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BRANDED 
AS A UNIT
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1. Integrate a mix of uses 
and everyday 
attractions

2. Create a cohesive park 
and open space 
system

3. Connect across John 
Nolen Drive & Rimrock 
Road 

4. Add multimodal 
connections to 
downtown 
area/Isthmus

5. Enhance access & 
connection to surrounding 
area

6. Deliver an authentic 
regional experience
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